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Battery Project

Proposed Solar Scheme 49.9MW 

Trees and planting

Educational Info
Area

Anchor Lane Solar Scheme - Proposed



Public Engagement
Already done

What we intend to do

Parishioners and Parish Council engagement to date:

• We contacted the council in late 2024 to discuss the solar project.  
• We attended a council meeting in mid Jan 25.
• We met Ian Woodroofe and answered initial Parish Council questions in 

Feb 25.

Parishioners and Parish Council engagement going forward:

• We would like to do 1 or 2 presentations to the wider community and 
the Parish Council.

• Our presentation(s) will cover the questions asked and allow for all 
questions afterwards.

Also
• Set up a page on Facebook and Instagram

Talked to neighbours – Phil Meade, Bob Rawlinson 



Environmental Management

Wicken Fen

We have had numerous discussions with the management and implementation 
teams about our project.

They have expressed a keen interest in extending their land management program to 
incorporate our solar land.

They are considering:
• Raising below ground water levels to lock in carbon (Carbon Capture).
• Creating nature areas and signage to encourage physical activity and a 

connection with the environment.
• Increasing biodiversity through habitat and species regeneration.



Local Benefits

• Proposed Section 106 commitment to Bio-Diversity Net Gain (BNG), similar to
BNG plan in place for the battery project

• Rooftop solar installation to be discussed for parish-owned buildings

• Educational potential and long-term biodiversity enhancement

• Public access to be discussed, linking village with National Trust land.



Solar Security and Heritage

Security

• A secure deer/stockproof fence will surround the solar array, with integrated 
mammal gates at regular intervals

• Security includes infrared motion sensitive cctv

Heritage

• An archaeological dig is shortly planned in the northern area of the site to 
investigate potential historical remains

• We have received no other historic environment comments from the District 
Council



Anchor Lane Solar (Ref: 25/00393/FUM) Consultee responses to date 

(provided by PWA Energy our planning consultants from the ECDC planning website) 

 

1. Objections and Requests for Further Information 
 
Burwell Parish Council - Requesting further community engagement and public meeting. 
CCC Highways- as Redline plan required to meet the highway. The Redline plan currently being updated. 
 
 
2. No Objections 
 
Environment Agency - No objection. 
Natural England - No objection. Recommends securing ecological mitigation measures. 
Historic England - No advice offered. 
Planning Casework Unit - No comment. 
Cambridge City Airport - No objection. 
NATS Safeguarding - No objection. 
HSE Team - No comment. 
Transport Assessment Team - No comment. 
Swaffham Internal Drainage Board - No objection. Requires a separate Drainage Board consent post-
planning. 
LLFA (Lead Local Flood Authority) - No objection; recommends conditions. 
Environmental Services Scientific Officer - No objection. 
Environmental Health - No objection. Acoustic levels compliant with BS4142; no significant noise impact 
expected. Conditioned. 
Public Rights of Way - No objection. Footpath must remain open and unobstructed and informatives. 
 
 
3. Requests for Further Information 
 
Cambridgeshire County Council Archaeology - Requires archaeological evaluation before planning 
determination due to prehistoric potential. Agreed with county archaeologist to dig in specified areas in the 
north part of the land. Arrangements currently underway for digging and inspection shortly. 
 
 
4. Supportive with Conditions or Reservations 
 
National Trust - Awaiting full response via separate email. 
 
Designing Out Crime - Provided comments on fencing, CCTV, lighting, and alarms. We are updating this 
accordingly. 
 
 
5. Neighbour comment 
Phil Mead, McGowan Rutherford Factory – supportive, welcomes improved planting plans from developer. 
The Pump House neither supports nor objects, but wishes the developer to exceed current planting 
requirements 



Burwell Parish Council responses to solar planning applicaƟon: 

 

Clause 3.5 - states that they have engaged acƟvely with the community via Facebook 
Groups. None of the Councillors have seen any evidence of this and feel there is a low 
awareness of the scheme in the village. 

See Public Engagement page of presentaƟon 

 

Clause 3.6 - Burwell AL Ltd have been in touch with Wicken Fen to align scheme/vision. Can 
evidence be provided of this and there seems to be no evidence of nature and educaƟon 
trails in the plans? 

See Environmental Management page of presentaƟon 

 

Clause 3.15 - Burwell AL Ltd have engaged with Burwell Parish Council. A presentaƟon was 
given at a Council meeƟng but was found to be unclear and confusing. We will be requesƟng 
another meeƟng with public involvement. Much of the presentaƟon was about potenƟal 
community benefits which are not clearly defined in this applicaƟon. They communicated 
potenƟal offerings such as this being a community scheme such as buying energy from the 
scheme owner, buying nominated panels, a direct feed system and local grid back up. Could 
it be clarified if any of this is possible with the type of applicaƟon submiƩed? Despite lisƟng 
the parƟes that have been ‘involved’ in the planning applicaƟon, no summary of their 
feedback/thoughts has been provided. 

Please see the new presentaƟon 

 

Clause 4.2 – Our understanding is that the current farmers are reƟring, who is going to farm 
the land once solar is installed? 

John Brown will carry on farming the remaining land and we are asking him to help with the 
ongoing maintenance of the land around and under the panels 

 

Clause 4.4 – We would like further clarificaƟon on the cable route prior to this applicaƟon 
being passed 

The route is along the Newnham and High Town Drove and linking across NaƟonal Trust land 
and Ian James’s land 

  



Clause 4.8 - Who is responsible for security parƟcularly if public rights of way or trails are 
included. 

There will be no public right of way over the solar land.  We are offering a part of the farm, 
where there will be no solar, for educaƟonal purposes 

 

Clause 4.12 – Please could Councillors be provided with more informaƟon on the temporary 
nature of this development and returning the site to its original state and how that impacts 
any community spaces/trails offered, they have queried if 40 years is standard. 

The proposed development is temporary with an lifespan of 40 years, which is standard and 
also in line with the land leases, aŌer which Ɵme the equipment will be removed and the 
site returned to its original use. The operator will be contractually bound to carry out these 
works. 

 

SecƟon 5 – The Council would like to understand how these technical consideraƟons and 
impacts are checked to be an accurate representaƟon of impact. 

See BNG report and requirements, in line with the BaƩery permission 



 

 

  
 

 Wicken Fen Community Liaison Forum - Notes 
 

5pm to 6.30pm on Thursday 10th April 2025 

 

Wicken Fen Visitor Centre 

 

25/1.  Welcome, introductions and apologies 

 

Attendees 

Andrew Powell (Chair), Nick Acklam (Wicken Fen Advisory Group and Reach resident), 

Leslie Boyle (Fenland Bridleways), Joy Fuller (Fenland Bridleways), Matthew Hudson 

(NT), Giles Merritt (Natural England and Swaffham Bulbeck resident), Emma Ormond-

Bones, (NT), Bill Pepper (Wicken PC), Peter Rash (Wicken PC), David Smith (EA), Jill 

Tuffnell (Cambridgeshire Local Access Forum), Jim Perry (Burwell PC), Fay Whitehouse 

(Fenland Bridleways), 

 

Guests 

Adam Cobb (Cambridgeshire County Council), Hannah Sargeant (NT) 

 

Apologies 

Julia Hammond (NT), Mark Peck (Wicken Fen Ringing Group / PROW), Erika Wedgewood 

(Cambridgeshire Local Access Forum)  

 

25/2. Notes and matters arising  

 

Notes of the last meeting 

Actions were reviewed and updated as follows: 

 

Action Lead 

Share email address list for forum   MH 

Add Jill Tuffnell to forum email address list EOB 

Update regarding Monks Lode bankside vegetation management / plan sharing EOB 

Share Spatial Plan with CLF when available JHu 

Share cyclical maintenance plan for access routes with CLF when available AK 

Report access route issues / concerns to Countryside team as they arise  GM 

Update CLF regarding progress of upgrade to Burwell Lode bridge as relevant EOB 

 

The increasing importance of community engagement through fairs, fetes and other events 

was recognised as was the importance of quantifying these engagements where possible. 

 

Matters arising  

 
25/3. Forum Governance  
  Andrew Powell will be stepping down as Chair in September 2025’s forum.  Expressions of 

interest are invited from those who wish to be considered for the role of Chair.  Action: all 
   

Nick Acklam has stepped down as Chair of the Wicken Fen Advisory Group but has 
agreed to continue representing this group on the forum. 
 



 

 

 

   
 

Under-represented user / interest groups were discussed.  It was agreed that as many 
attendees represented multiple interests, it would be preferable to invite others to attend 
as guests on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Minor amendments were received in relation to the Terms of Reference and these have 
been incorporated.   

 
25/4. Wider Wicken Vision 
 
  See presentation.  Feedback is welcomed in terms of who may be engaged and how they 

may be engaged.  Feedback to john.hughes1@nationaltrust.org.uk  Action: all 
 
25/5. Community  
 

a. Fairs, Fetes and Other Events 
 See presentation. 

 
b. Community Mapping  

See presentation. The rationale including targeting to allow focus on key groups, 
was given and forum was advised that this mapping exercise is likely to be 
repeated periodically to capture further audiences.  

 
25/6. Key Projects 
 

a. Burwell Lode Bridge 
See presentation.   
HS provided an overview of current options, the rationale for proceeding with 
chosen option and the associated costs of each.  A discussion was held regarding 
the continued status quo of equestrians not being accommodated, though it was 
confirmed that there will be no physical barriers to them doing so.   
Questions were received  and answered in relation to (but not limited to) re-
purposing the existing structure, access for emergency vehicles, the destination of 
the current structure and that the existing PROW will need to be diverted.  
It was recognised that despite certain cost-related compromises, the upgrade of the 
existing structure to a more accessible one is a positive one and thanks were given 
to guests, Adam and Hannah for attending and their contributions.  
 

b. Voices of the Fen 
See presentation 
 

c. Peatland Restoration  
See presentation 

 
25/7. Public Rights of Way and Permissive Paths 

It was confirmed that the intention of the spatial plan, the brief for which is currently being 
developed, will provide a more strategic approach to the creation and enhancement of 
access routes across the Wider Wicken Vision area.  The spatial plan will be brought to 
the Community Liaison Forum once finalised.  
 
Discussion followed regarding permissive routes in terms of designating new ones and 
Wicken Fen’s preference to designate routes as Permissive as opposed to Public due to 
cost implications and increased future flexibility. 

mailto:john.hughes1@nationaltrust.org.uk


 

 

 

   
 

JT suggested considering HLS options which fund access and education opportunities 
and offered to meet with Wicken Fen staff to discuss PROW and PP in more detail.  The 
offer was noted for future uptake and thanks were given for the offer.   
 
Positive comments have been received from residents of Reach village regarding 
additional permissive routes developed as part of recent Species Recovery project 
delivery.   
 
EOB advised that a cyclical maintenance plan is being developed in relation to all 
property-based access routes, which may be shared with CLF when finalised.  
 
GM offered to walk paths on a regular basis and flag any issues or concerns to the 
Countryside team (alan.kell@nationaltrust.org.uk) and thanks were given for this offer. 

 
25/8. Planning  

Concerns were raised regarding multiple planning applications approved or under 
consideration in relation to solar farms and associated infrastructure, e.g. battery storage.  
In particular, the cumulative impact of these across the landscape was flagged as a 
growing concern.  EOB confirmed that NT has a national position statement in relation to 
solar installations and is also producing one which aligns with the national statement and 
reflects considerations in relation to the Wider Wicken Vision too.  In addition, NT’s 
Planning Consultant’s monitor planning applications and comment or object on a case-by-
case basis.  Where solar-related applications are approved, it is recognised that there is 
merit in collaborating with associated companies to ensure maximum gains for biodiversity 
and carbon.   

 
25/9. AOB 
  Nothing raised.  
 
Details of next meeting:  16.30 - 18.30 

Thursday 11th September 2025 
Learning Centre, Wicken Fen Nature Reserve  
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Wicken Fen Community Liaison Forum 

Terms of Reference 
                                       31 March 2025 

 
Background  
 
In 2013 the User Forum, Parish Liaison Forum and Spine Route Steering Group were 
brought together as the Wicken Fen Community Liaison Forum, with the objective of ensuring 
that it was truly representative of the whole community and that members could bring a wide 
range of topics to the table.  

Objectives of the Community Liaison Forum  
 
Building on the achievements of the previous focus groups the Community Liaison Forum 
will exist to inform the development of Wicken Fen and the Wider Wicken Vision. It will serve 
to provide effective two-way communication between National Trust and the local community 
and user groups to ensure that developments are aligned with local desires.  The Forum will 
also enable discussion in relation to matters arising within the Wider Wicken Vision area. 
Points for sharing and discussion will include a range of subjects such as: 
 

• Community engagement  

• Public access for both land and water-based activities  

• Interpretation  

• Volunteer opportunities including community-based projects 

• Promoting and supporting recreational activities  

• Development challenges and opportunities   

With consideration given to: 
 

• Encouraging stakeholder engagement in the Wider Wicken Vision 

• Promoting a representative balance of the needs of multiple user groups  

• Promoting and protecting existing definitive access routes  

• Identifying and enhancing potential additional access routes  

• Protecting wildlife at Wicken Fen and within the Wider Wicken Vision area 

• Strategic objectives and management strategies of National Trust at Wicken Fen and 
within the Wider Wicken Vision area including statutory compliance obligations 

 
Membership 
 
The Chair of the Forum will be an independent person who is not employed by National 
Trust. The holder of this post will sit as part of the Wicken Fen Advisory Group. This is an 
elected post with voting occurring every three years. The Chair will also be responsible for 



 

 

 
the communication of any reports from the Liaison Forum to the Advisory Group and from 
the Advisory Group to the Liaison Forum.  
It is hoped that members of the Forum will be drawn from local people and represent a wide 
range of interests around Wicken Fen and the Wider Wicken Vision. Membership is by 
invitation of the Chair. Where members represent an organisation, they are responsible for 
effective representation and communication to and from that organisation. Other experts may 
also be called upon for advice on certain topics.  
 
The active involvement of members of Wicken Fen’s management team will ensure that all 
comments and recommendations are given due consideration where raised.  
 
Current members: 
 

• Chair (independent) 

• Cambridge Fish Preservation and Angling Society 

• Cambridgeshire County Council (Public Rights of Way) 

• Cambridgeshire Local Access Forum  

• Environment Agency 

• Fenland Bridleway Association 

• Natural England  

• Wicken Fen Advisory Group  
 

• Bottisham Parish Council  

• Burwell Parish Council 

• Fen Ditton Parish Council 

• Horningsea Parish Council 

• Lode Parish Council 

• Reach Parish Council 

• Soham Town Council 

• South Cambridgeshire District Council 

• Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council 

• Swaffham Prior Parish Council 

• Waterbeach Parish Council 

• Wicken Parish Council 
 
Structure  
 
There will be two in-person meetings a year, in spring and autumn with the option for a third 
virtual meeting in winter. The purpose of formal meetings will be to review progress since the 
previous meeting on topics raised by National Trust and members of the Forum. Where 
relevant, working groups may be established for a six-month period to support this progress.  
 
The agenda for formal meetings will be issued a minimum of ten days prior to the meeting. 
The agenda will contain updates on operational matters and projects as well as any items 
raised by Forum members prior to the meeting. Items raised by members must be received 
a minimum of a month prior to the meeting. Notes will be taken by National Trust at all 
meetings, these will be circulated to all members and shared with the Advisory Group.  
 
Where need arises for more detailed discussion on a particular topic, working groups will be 
established from within the Forum, with specialists invited as required. These sub-groups will 
develop specific ideas and overcome challenges relating to a particular topic with guidance 
provided by the Chair. Meetings of these groups will be documented informally by email after 



 

 

 
each meeting and will form part of the agenda for the formal meetings of the Liaison Forum. 
Once a particular topic has been addressed, the sub-group will be disbanded.  
 
National Trust will continue to undertake wider community consultation on significant issues 
to which all members of the Liaison Forum will be invited to contribute.  
 
Standard agenda items include: 
 

• Welcome, introductions and apologies  

• Notes and matters arising 

• Community updates  

• Project updates  

• Public rights of way / permissive paths  

• Planning 

• Any other business 
 
Version control 
 
Date Notes 
06 December 2012 Document drafted and approved 
06 March 2023 Document updated 
31 March 2025 Document updated and format amended 
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2025 Fayres across Fenland Portfolio

Fayre Date

Ely Eel Fair 03/05/2025

Reach Fair 05/05/2025

Waterbeach Feast 07/06/2025

Cambridge Pride 14/06/2025

Great Big Green Week at Anglesey Abbey 15/06/2025

Great Big Green Week at Wicken Fen 15/06/2025

Wicken Fete 28/06/2025

Wild About Huntingdonshire 29/06/2025

Houghton Feast Week Early July

Burwell Carnival 05/07/2025

Soham Pumpkin Fair 27/09/2025



• Ely Eel, Reach, Waterbeach and Burwell fayres will 
include artist, Amy Wyllie and supported by Wicken 
Fen Programming team

• Reach Fayre will be supported by John Hughes and 
Ellis Selway, who will engage with the public around 
the Vision and peatland restoration

• Wicken Fete and Soham Pumpkin Fair will be led 
on by Matthew Hudson, Volunteering & Community 
Officer

• As part of Great Big Green Week, Wicken Fen will 
have engagement stalls at Anglesey Abbey and 
Wicken Fen to talk to the public about peatland 
restoration and encourage them to ‘Adopt a Plot’

• The environmental work being done at Wicken Fen 
will be being mentioned as part of our engagement 
with the public around our charitable purpose at 
Cambridge Pride, Wild About Huntingdonshire 
Festival, and Houghton Feast Week



Community Mapping Update
Task Delivery date

January

February

March Produce method of quantifying partnerships / collaborations including types of outcome, 

e.g. research / delivery / education / etc. 

31 March 2025

April Community mapping exercise completed 30 April 2025

May Develop a community engagement plan for the WWFV (including existing and future 

activity) 

31 May 2025

June

July

August Develop a plan to take the Community Liaison Forum forward with groups identified in the 

community mapping exercise that we want to connect with including diverse communities 

(incl. Disability awareness, disadvantaged communities, Youth voice cross-over member) 

31 August 2025

September

October Develop a plan to enhance the role of CYP and Young People’s Voice Group as part of the 

WWFV 

31 October 2025

November

December



Key Actions Purpose Ask of Community Liaison Forum

 

When

Community Insight 

Report

Develop a comprehensive report detailing the 

population, health, crime, housing, access and 

transport, education, communities and the 

environment of Wicken Fen

Examine the report exclusively for 

local knowledge and information

March/April 

2025

Community Resource 

Map

Develop a database of community resources 

highlighting the policy makers, community 

organisations, and institutions located in the 

Wicken Fen Vision area that can support the 

creation of meaningful projects and services

Analyse the database to pinpoint 

resource gaps and propose 

actionable improvements

March/April 

2025

Community 

Conversation Report

Facilitate a series of community conversations to 

support the Wicken Fen National Nature Reserve 

in strengthening connections with the community 

and co-designing services that deliver mutual 

benefits

Engage in completing the online 

conversation survey and/or facilitate 

conversation exercises
April/May 

2025

Community 

Engagement Plan

Create a comprehensive plan to establish 

meaningful relationships between the Wicken Fen 

National Nature Reserve and the community it 

serves or impacts

Evaluate the Plan thoroughly and 

provide constructive feedback via 

email

May /June 

2025



Burwell Parish Council 

Energy Sub-Group 

 

Minutes of 12 May 2025 Meeting, JRR 19:30 

 

 Action 

1) GMH  
 

a) ASHP Controls.  On-site meeting with Adam Kerrison (AK), of Sotham - 5.30 
Weds, May 14th. We need to learn about operation, settings, and accessing 
performance data. 
 

Replacing faulty ASHP   Discuss best way forward at Weds meeting with AK (to 
secure best possible chance of replacement under warranty). 
 

Maintenance contract    After the repair, we will need to recommend a provider 

for maintenance support (including radiators and UV steriliser units).Sotham 

have said they are willing to quote - details to be discussed during AK’s visit. 
 

Installing energy monitors   Update from Richard. This has been problematic. 
Shelly now suspect their monitor is faulty – should get a free replacement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard to 
progress 

2)  Energy audits   

At the 29th April A&E meeting it was agreed that we should wait for 
Cambridgeshire Acre’s offering on energy audits before progressing.   

KH to request 
update from 
ACRE 

2) Mandeville Hall 
 

NZV project  On hold until energy audit completed 
 

LED proposal Richard has clarified that the tubes and fittings removed during 
the partial option would be stored in the MH attic. The cost of disposal for the 
tubes and fittings from the entire building would only be incurred when the 
remaining rooms are upgraded.  

As Elite provided the cheapest of the 3 quotes obtained, we are recommending 
to full Council that we accept Elite’s offer of £3180 for the partial option. 
 

Energy supplier  We are out of contract with both Corona and Engie and need to 
select a new supplier. (Would it be more be efficient to select a single supplier 
for gas & electricity?). 
Factors to consider include cost, ability to handle feed-in to the grid, a 
competitive feed-in rate, and whether the electricity tariff is 100% renewables. 
Octopus ticks most of those boxes, but we still need to check out other 
suppliers. 

 

 

 

 

 

KH to add to next 
full Council 
agenda 

 

 

KH to investigate  

 

 

 

3) Next Meeting       9th June 2025, 19:30  

Schedule for Q2 – Q4,  2025  
 

May-June MH energy audit. Then respecify work + requoting if necessary. 

 GMH - fix most urgent issues with heating 

 Change energy suppliers 
 

June-July  Recommendation and approval of contractor for MH project 
 

July-Oct  MH Phase 1, co-ordination and delivery   

   GMH - energy audit, then get quotes for necessary work  

 

 

Present 

Richard Jenkins 

Ian Woodroofe 

Lea Dodds (Chair and Minutes) 

Apologies: Paul Webb  
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EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING SERVICES 

SCHEDULE OF CERTIFICATION OF STREET NUMBERING 
 
PARISH BURWELL IMPLEMENTATION DATE: 31st May 2025 
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Good Afternoon
 
Street Naming and Numbering – Phase 2A Millstone Park, Land Adj. to Melton Farm, Newmarket Road, Burwell
 
The above development requires 8 new named streets. There is already a theme in place of  “names from the War Memorial” from
Phase 1 of this development that was provided to us by the parish council. We received pictures of the war memorial so names could
be chosen. The following names continued from this theme have been proposed:
 

Neale
Fuller
Jennings
Brown
Dunnett
Warren
Scott
Harries

 
The suggested names have met the Street Naming Conventions in accordance with the ECDC Street Naming and Numbering Policy.

 
Having interrogated the Local Land & Property Gazetteer (LLPG) database, the council sees no reason why the suggested street names
could not be used at this location.
 
 
Consultation:
I would therefore be pleased to receive comments on or before Wednesday 4th June 2025 giving an explanation of any objection.
Please note, as per Section 17 of the Public Health Act 1925, developers who create the street have the right to name the new street
unless objected to by the District Council. Objections to any of the proposed names should therefore be in accordance with the ECDC
Street Naming and Numbering Policy, which can be found on our website: https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/housing/street-naming-
numbering
 
We look forward to hearing your comments.
 
Kind regards,
 
 
 

Gemma Smart
Street Naming and Numbering Officer
(My working hours are Monday – Thursday 9-5pm)

Department or service description

 01353 665555  

 www.eastcambs.gov.uk
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distribute or take any action or reliance on it. If you have received this e-mail in error please notify the sender immediately by
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